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SJRINY OF THE POTOMNIC!

Perilous Change of Military Base!

BATTLE oOF

BATTLE OF GAIVYES WILLN,

Bailtle of Savage Siation,

BATTLE OF WHITE 9AK sWwWAMP,

Five Dnays' Furious Comliict!

Spevia’ Currespondence Cizcisesti Consmeselul )
Jasas HavER 3
Taesdasy Evwwning. Jul)
Ob! friends, conld you reglize the
of the past fve dayz, you could slmost .
tsars of blood. Said a noble and gallant soldier,
whoss visage was wan, whose videe was fromu-
lous with fuexpressible emotion, whoss beard

was matted with bis own precions blood—the | of

erimson drops wese trick from his wonnd
evel then—*0OL' my In . it 38 horrible! bor-
fibde’ to see this prond anay

pressed upon every side, destmotion (hre

ing wherever wo luin: sodrod a hiopis of
cation save that which is borzn of dacpair. Il is
borrible''—and the devoled soldier who
faced the fve all dsy and far into the night which
bad pasesd, torned into the forest 1o hide his
maniy grief 1 hap-

ey

Had you seen bis worn and

MECBANIUSVILILE, |;

| that gramd combinstion.

and the ambu
svan—vastly Increasod by sntillery traing, Thers

slmost doe south 1
throneh White Ouk
bad | o

burg romd; It provokied: a sharp rosistance,
which we avercime, nod sccomplished our ob-
jeel. Itis nosdssnay o nota thid faol particu-
inziy, beosuse it bears strongly upon the ques-
tion whether Gon. Me(tislian had thin distigetly
contemplated changing kis base of opecations to
James niver—a perilons thing to alteinpt bufore
more 50 uow thet wa werd still pesrer tho ene-
my.. It was provonnesd an  * Imporlant
schievemsnt ™ by Gen, MeClellan Miopwelfl, ba-
cause it gave him advantages over the rebel po-
gitian which he had not evjoyad bofore. Soma
Lime Juring the night, however, tidings ware ro-
ceived ol & movemsnt of Stonewall Jackson on
our right wing. [t was deemed hasardons to
rmaintain (hendvantuge of the previous day, and
the linewss erdered to rosume its old. position.-
Tharsday aflerncon the suticipated atieck upon
ht wing was mads, and bandsomely re-
pulsed ; bot it weas discovered that it bad not
been wade by Jackson's commsnd.  1uforma-
tion was reccived that Jacksoo was swaaping
down the Pamunkey, probably to captare mili-
ktores . While Heusa, 1o eut off our eom-
eation with our waler base, aml monace
vera given ni onee to destroy
¥ ut White Hoaze aud evacu-
yod Matisrs began 1o ssstumie & critl-
eal appearsnce, aud danger culminsted in the
disaster of Friday, Tt was thon fully determ-
ned o change (he base of oporations o Juuwbs
I secton o mo this was compmlsory.
Theenemy bad toyned 'our right, evidently out
sombered us in great disproportion, was 100
atrong in fron! for us Lo Ureak through, sod was
in position to crush us in front and rear—aud,
perhaps, intended to strike on onr left tank.
Apparetly hix army wej numéroas ensugh for
The great retrograds
movement was really begun Friday evening, by
the transferof headijuarters ftom Trent's Bluils
o Ravage Stalion, but the grand exodus did not
semmenoes until Saturdsy, and did oot swsil into
full proportions Ll nightfsll of that day. The
Listory of thal msovement will follow in dup
COUrse.
The T!‘AIl"I ln-;!-g }'3;-[-&-4'-1 10 bo furniliar wilk
the war fap, will now follow the cotlrse pursned
by the army. Taorderto preserve the
the mnoy as fur a8 pesxible, and obtain supplies
smumonition and sahsistencs, it was deter-
mived to carry throngh all the w

e lraan—in .i'f!ﬂ;_{ & ['l!iF_'ill)'

wnry
mun

AT

j
mormie wl

:
s loxded,

CAr-

wias but one parmow rosd (o parsue. It struck
om the Wiliamsburg. road,
pwamp o the Charjes City
it dehonehed about eight miley
from Tarkey Bend i s river.  The courss
then lay op the latter rond townrd Richmond,
where it struck a litile scuthwest by the Quaker

gard warriors plunged wearily on the eoil arouzd

ch terminated in New Market road,

bim, begrimmed with smoke, and some of them |leading fram Richmond. The rivor was but 8

4l an
3

stained with bload, and had you kovswn th

iwour lster those brave men, siready exhausted :‘.:.En Jofly |
mandiap the so

sud =tifeneld with long ﬁg"iiug. snd weary
wmarching, weould be summoned agsin to dendly
comont, you, 100, wonld heve echoed my 1
fijand. With ajl bis weariness and ali bi
distiess of mind, his sword was flashic g de
again st the bresst of the for before the su
Bighest in the empyrean. Ob, the

"':‘-'1 my | &

cvuntetianess snd auxious hearts of those dark | umns down ths Chas
| Markel rogds, or all
We

days. Would to Ged sueh days bad
sway fotever. Oh, my coustrymon, § !
not comprehend the toils and trials of your de- |2
voted soldiers during those days of murderondiy |1
unequal combat—contlict net mmj th supe- |

iraé’fo-‘l

ks i e i
| coarming throngh

defear theiir movemaesis
the only hopelul course, hsoanuse the enemy was

short disinuce south, snd Malrern Hill—a beau-

1], lofly hlnf, everiooking the Tiver and com.
ading country, being ouar
z was bit a single road—
ith slight exeeption—.t had the ndvantage of
White Osk swémp, upon

L

which we might rely in some degree for the pro-
tection of

our flanks,

There wes great danger
bzt the ensny might

cut us off by moving col-
irs City, Ceptral or New

hree, but huces
pecessurily acesy (}=neral MoeClallan
sobed 1rpon the supposition: that the encmy weu d
1ot graress Lis determination until be was able to
Al nll evenls, I was

thesa ch

-
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who controllad the troops already mentioned—
supported by a powerkul tesin of artil lery, regu-
lar and voluniser, [
Mesntime all the trains and squipage of the
right wing ware withdrawi Lo .mnul-llnﬁ'. on
the right vank of the river, dwing the night,
and oue woundsd wers conveyed to the haspital
at Savage siation—1o be deserted, alas, to the
encmy they had besten. Al these facty indi-
cated danger. Bul other evidences of it were
n¢l wanting,
PREPARATIONS FOR RENEWED CONFLICT.

By dsylight, Friday mmuing‘ Gen. MeCall
had fullen back to the rear of Gaines' Mill, and
in front of Woodbury's bridge, where hi was
yosted, his left joining the right of Batterfield’s
i‘n‘igmie. resting in tho woods aud naear the
swamps of Chickshominy. Morell was on his
right, in the center, aud Gan. Sykes, copmiand-
ingr S000 regulnrs and Duryea's souaves held
the extrame right—ihe line occeupying erests of
§ills mear the New Keut road, some distages
east by south of Gaines' Mills. ‘A portion of
{he position was good, but judicions general-
ship might bave found a better and especislly
it miglt have been amended by posting the lait
flani upon s swamp which was impassable be-
youd peradventurs. Desides, the Line was so
disposed that i was noxt to fmpossiblo to use
our ariillery advantageons—the very arm in
which we hnve enjoyed undoublad svperiorty.
Nothing delinjte had yet heen heard of the ene-
my, bt it was assumed tiat be would appear
stronger than yesterday, Accordingly, Gen.
Slocum's division (sboal 5000 strong) was moved
atrows the river to sapport Porter, although it
was deemed hazardous in consequence of a
pandivg stiuck along onr whole front. Bal
there was no aliornative; Gen. MeQlellan had
only so much material, and it was imperative
ihat he should use it sccording to unaveidnble
necessity: Thus far I carry the reader in this
history  The siory of the battls is narrsted by
& friondd, to whom 1 had introsted the riﬁvhl. wing,
to secure the benatite of mdivision of Isbor. He
wriled of the
HATTLE OF GAINES' MILL, FRIDAY, JUNE 27TH
The battle opened abovt one o'cloek by shir-
mishing, particularly in front of Grifiith’s brig-
ade, pear the mill, apd by sn artillery attack
from the batlery plauted in thy erchard pear the
Games Houss. Tue ememy falt our position
rapidly, nod siong the whole line at the same
time, showing that he was in full force. By two
o clock there had been aeveral countlicts between
opposiog regiments, withont aoy particnlar re.
sult, save that cur men steadily maintsinad their
line. Abou! this ifime Gen. Griffith’s brigade,
whoso front was covered by Berden's sisrpshoot-
ere, advanced throagh to the wdge of the woods
toward Galzes' mill, and made the firsl import-
ant opening of the battle. The enemy st once
replied. The ¥k Massachusetts, Col. Cass, a
strang and howee regiment, with the 4th Michi-
gun aud 14:h New York, had the principal posi-
tion. The 621 Pennsylvania tock position on
the extreme right, where the enemy appeared
very sirong, Weeden's Rhods Island batiery,
from poaition in rear of the yoods, plied shell
azud solid shol with accuracy and effect. This
wis the eariiest collislon between our forces and
the vuemy

ON TIHE RIGHT.

The netion mmediately began with vigor on
the extreme right, Leld by Gen. Sylkes’ division,
compose] of Gen. Warner's, Col. Bachanan’s
sud Col. Chapman's brigades. These brigades

the csas with the Oth Massachuseils, the 4th
Mickigan, the 14th New York, of Griffin’s bri-
ade ; the 150k Penngylvaiia, of Gen. Nawlon's
igade ; aud the i0th New York, of Col. Bart.
lott's brignde. Tho 621 Pennsylvanis, of Grif-
{in's brigade, met su overwhelming fores of the
euemy, who took them on the flank, and, after o
dasporate resistance, they sucessded in repulsing
the regiment, killing the colovel, Samusl W.
Biack, and wounding Lisut.-Col. Bweiirzar, Tha
rogimens broke and retreated, and wus the first
to eome off the fisld in disorder, the men fright-
ened and panic-stricken ot the dosth of their be-
loved colouel, The regiment was not reformed.
MOVING ON THE LEFT.
Findiag he could not force our eonter, the en-
emy gv un}]g threw his colamus agsinst our
lalt, pressing Martindale’s right wing very bard,
where s met a gallant resistance from the 22d
Massnchusetts and 20 Mzine regiments, as brave
velerans a8 over shonldered a musket.
A PIERCE ATTACK.

Saddenly the everlasting roar of musketry in-
creased in volume toward the extramo left, and
the conllict scamad to grow fiercer than at any
previous tims,  This was about six o’clock, and
s I galloped over the field, I looked back and
sround upon the most seblime scene that the
fisrcs grandeur and weriblo reality of war ever
povizayed. The thousand continuous volléys of
mushetry sesmad mingled into the grand roar of
o greal calaract, while the londer and deeper
discharges of srtillery bounded forth over those
bills and down that valley, with a volume that
ssemied lo shake the earth beneath us. The
catopy of smoke was 5o thick that the sun was
gloomily red in the hoavens, while the clonis of
dust in the resr, cansel by the commotion of
advanging and relrealing squadrons of cavalry,
was stifling and blinding to a distressing de-
gree. ‘Thet memorable sceno will never be ef-
{nced from my recollection, and it seemed most
like & battle ficdd of any ropreseutation, either
real or upon canvas, that I ever saw.

OUR LEFT LINE BROKEN.
For one hour and a half our left line withstood
this terrible sbock of battla. Brigade after brig-
ade of thosuemy was Lutled against our devoled,
daring, dyiug heroes. Batterfield, with hat in
hand. railed, chivered and led his men forward
sgain and sgain, Though decimated st every
discharge, losing Leavily in officers, and with
an overwhelming force in front, they still con-
tinuad to fight, The g‘-:!:u.nl Col. MeLane sand
Major Nagle, of the 831 Pennsylvanis, fell
deathatricken, while line officars wers stricken
down by scores, and men by the hundred. Bat
they wavered not. Without a single reinforce-
ment, from firal te last, this gallaat brigade
fought on. cleared its front from the ensmy time
after time, until suddenly they found themsalves
outflanked on the right, the enemy breaking
through Martindale’s left, aud came surging
down the bill to cut off and captore the strug-
gling brigade. Thay thus saw it was in vain to
longer continue. The right was giviag away
rapidly, and black crowds of retreating men
could ba seen making their way toward the
river. *‘Onee more, my gallaot men," cried the
brave Buttarfisld, and, rallying again, the men
cat their wa{y threugh the opposing host, whickh
now assailed them in front, in f and in rear,
sud fell back upen the river, crossing upon the
remuioy of Emersons bridge; which had been
blown up by our forces Juring the fight, and
gathered togothor their scattered columus in the
camp of Smith's division, found that they num-

rior masses of disciplined soldiery—iu

tion spaiust insidions thirst, craving appelie

enfoehiing best, overpowering fati]

{ightmg sod murching, snd privati

aud suffering by wmigut, and fighh

accoeding nights of nr and ag | the nove sucoeasfully, it
againsi fresh forces huried wpon then i

everpowsring masses, Gl exbsusbed natur

almost sunk beneath such fearful visitations, o

watching for him on the l=it bank of the Chicks-

homivy. Therond was a nsrrow funnel for sach

2 rzighty  torent of traius and men, but &

i i 1d In order &

Wihd necesssiy W

ul ol the outsel, because it was morally cer-

ir line of battls could pot be with- |

front without sucking the enemy

parations wire made.

suppottad Weed's, Edward's and Tidball's bat- | Lered only fificen hundred, with Lient.-Col
terise, all regulars. The enemy attacked very | James . Rica, who bad aguin signalized him
tercely; charging repeatodly, but were #s often | gelf fur heroic bravery, as the senior officer in
repulsed commsnd. A part of the brigads had been

ON THE LEFT. withdrawn by the right flank, and with them
memy delayed their assanlt npon our lefp | General Butterficld, who, notwithstanding the
e time, though Martindale's brave fellows thoussud dangers that be risked, escaped un
who wemn exeeedingly well posted, gave them | barmed, one bullst having passed through the
saviral very destmctive volleys, which caused | Tim ol lis bat, and another beot his sword

‘I-i;l
far

beaten, 50 thal It was painiully apparent, befors
our brave fellows gave way, that ¢ must
finally break before that eversurging tide. Ouns
other error was perceptible.  Our officers seemad
to fight not 80 much to win victory as to display
conrage and endiumnos of our soldiers.  In-
stead of standing fast in secure cover of forests,
that Lhs énemy might be compelled to Hght on
our terms, they ced into the open fields
and were cut down by scores by the more crafty
foe. But we were beaten. It wad 8 melancholy
sntiztaction to know that we occupled Lhe figld
of battls after the conflict was ended. Wo had
about 30,000 men e , perhaps 35,000,
The ensmy had four divisions employed, besides
Jackson's admirably army of 40,000 or 35,000
disciplined troops.
Woe had fourtesn battaries—=1 piecas—in the
field, and often niot ball could bs used to advar
BMartin's, Tidball's and Weedsn's were
moxt servicesble. Tidball's was on the extrems
right, and, Lo the euemy, was an objsct of spe-
cind attention. Lieut. Col. Donnison, son of ex-
Giovernor 1), had charge of one section of the
baliery, and his captain complimented him for
his conduct. The conduct of the enlirs fores
that day was admirabls. The regnlars, who had
previgusly ecomplained of restraint, had fall

was terrible.

a chess board. Smith il back to the woods, A
few bundred yards, and threow up bresstworks
out of range. The enemy, coolent with his
suceesy, coased firing, and quiet was not dis-
turbed again that day. The silence of the eas
my was exﬁ!sined to ms Lhat night by a nsgro
slave, who had ssespod from his master at head-
quarters in Richmond. Hoe said a dispateh Lad
been sent by Jackson to M er, who re-
muined in eommand io front of Richmond, ex-
pressel thus: “ Be quiet. Ewverything is work-
ng as well a8 we could desire!"” Owinous
words !

I now procsed to Savage Station. 1 shall not
attempt 1o desoribe the sombre picture of gloom,
confusion and distress, which oppresssd me
there. I found officers end-avoring to Sght off
the true meaning. Anxiety st hetgqunﬂers Was
o0 apparent to one who had studied that branch
of the army too sharply to'be dulnded by thin
masky, Other external signd were demonsira-
five. The wrelched spectacle of muauglad men
trom yesterdry's battle, the wearied, haggard,
and smoke begtimmed fsces of men who had
fought yesterdsy, were concomitants of avery
field, yet they formed the sombre coloring of the

seope, aud they fully re-cstablished theirancient
tame.
Duryea’s Zouaves, clad in crimson breeches |
anl sed scull eaps, emulated ther rogular com-
rafdes, winping the admivation of the army
P=. they guffered terribly, their conspicuous
uniforms drawiug apon them an swinl e where-
ever they sppeared in the field. Bul volunteers
and regulars alike wou glory ou fhat bloody
fisld.

BATTLE IX FRONT.
Meantime, while tumnlt raged over in the for-
est, oxeitement was scarcely less thrilling in
front. Battle was imminsst on the entire line
all the dsy long. Thers were incessant fiurries
on the picket lines and no respite forany. Men
stood in line of battle st the Lram:t works from
day break—wall they hace been wnder arms and
under firt ey since, 83 they had been during
the tweunty-seven precading days sod pighis
The world never betore witnessed more devoted
CONTAED.
Smith's division at Geunldin's, on the edge of
Chicksbominy valley, and Sadgwick's on his
lnft, cocnpied the most sensitive points on tha
whole line, sinee Fair Oaks. They threalened
the key of the rebsl position befora Richmond.
Hencock's and Burns' brigades held thes most
exposed lines. The former had taken a eritical
position in front of his iatrenchments with s
strong battery. It was altogether probabla the |
enemy would attempt to drive him back. The |
aflsrnoon was wearing away wearily without
serious demonstrations, sud we had begun to
suspact the enemy of some sinister design in re-
maining 5o undemonstmtive. I was probably
four or five o'clock, however, when, without
premonition, a strong force pressed sirongly
upon Gon. Burns’ pickst line,  Hs sent word
instantly to Hancosk to prepare lor action. The
Iatier was vigilant, bat ba bad hardly received H
the message, bafore o rebel battery of heavy
ging opened a fayious storm of shistl upon him
A moment later a sirong brigade ponnced upon
lis pickets, pressed them in irresistibly, and
dashed at his battery. Burns was also at work. |
His pickets bad fallen back to their strong snp- |
ports, and & warm battle was in progress in the
woods. The bullets mstled briskly amoug onr
camps, but the combalants generally remaiued
invisible from the main line of battle. The
scens was now exciling in the highest degree
Burns was working a dozan Napoleous and Par-
rots : Smith’s batteries were burling shells fast I
and farious, and the rebel guns wore howling
awsy ns merrily. The air was filled with burst-
ing shells and suffused with sulphurous smake,
wizile the forests were obscured with musket mist
Our picket reserves, however, held their ground
manfully, and the enémy was briskly driven

ominous picture before me. Then thers were
hundrads who bad straggled from the fald,
sprawled apon every spacé where thete was a
shadow of a leaf to proteet them from a broiling
sun: s borry snd tumult of wagons and artillery
trains, endless almost, rushing down the roads
toward the new base, moving with & sort of or-
derly confusion, almost 4z dlETesdtog us panis
itselt. But I venturs that few b all that heaten-
ing throng, excepting old officers, understood the
misforiine. Jtrange 1o say, that even then. sl
most eleven o'clock, communication with Whits
House by railroad and telegraph was interrapiad,
but soon afler eleven the lines ceased to vibmate
intelligibly.

From hesd(tu:uto.:a i passed slong our lines,
The troopa still stood st the breastworks ready
for battle ; but it was evident they had begun
to inquire inlo the situation. Some spprebsn-
sive officera had caught a hiut of the mysteriey
which prevailad. The trains were ondered. to
mova, troops to he'd themselves in readioess to
march st any moment, So passed thst day,
dreadiul in its moral sttributes as & day of pes-
tilsnce, and when night closed upon the dreary
seene, the sntorprise had fully begun. Endless
sireamny of artillery trains, wagons, and funeral
ambulanees, pﬂu!_@]_ own the roads from all the
camps, and plonged into the omrow fuonsl
which was our only hops of escape. And now
the exquisite truth (ashed upon me. Ii was
absolut=ly necessary, for tho salvation of the
army aud the canse, that our wounded and mau-
gled braves, who lay mesning in physical agony
i our hogpitals, should be deserted and lart in
the haads of the ememy. Oh! the crusl horrors
of war. Do you wounder, my friends, that the
leatures of youth wrinkle, and that the strong
man's beard silvers soon, amid such scenes’
The sigustoroe of sge indites itself full soom
upon the smoothest face of warriors and those
who wilness war's ciuelty. Ab, well, snother
pight of sorrow, without catastrophe. Officers
wera on horseback pearly all night, ordering
the groat caravan and its escorts, No wink of
sleep again; uo pesce of mind for any who
realized the peril of our country in those blank
liours
Al daylight Gen. McClallan was on the road.
Thounsands of cattle, of wagons, snd our im-
mense train of anillery, intermingled with
infantry, and grest troops of cavalry, choked
up the narow road aiready. Gen. Samner’s,
IL‘.intmlmsn‘s and Franklin's corps, under
Sumner's commsnd, had been lofl to guard the
rear, with ordars to fall back at daylight, and
hold the enamy incheck till nightt A noble
army for sscritice, snd some, ob how many,
must fall to save the rest. The very slightest
movement from the front was crilical At no

I can deseribe ity lines inirly by
comparing it with the right lines snd angled of

}:ll.o;p:mls :n &t:.'-'x_ge Station, bat it iz just to say
it was pot intentions]. T oext op.m.;.j s
& cluster of officers, Encl::'dﬂg:g Sumner, bep_;.g
wick, Richardson, Burns, and their stafls, miss.
ing them, fortunately, but covering tham with
dust Our own*balieriss wers now in full
clamar, and both sides bandled their guna akil-
fully. The objeet of the suemy sscmed o be o
break our right canter, and consequently Darnd

brigade was the reclpient of the prineipal shars
of their favor. As the afieruocm wore awsy,
the combatants drew closer together, snd th=
contlies became one of the sharpest of the but-
tles on Virgiais soil. Twao companies of one
regiment stampeded. Goo Bums Snng himealt
scross their track, waved his bollet simttered
hat, expostulated, exboried, entreated, thyoai

ened, imprecated, under a storm of lead, sud st
laat, throwing his bat, in sgooy of despair, npon
the ground, begged them Lo mily onos mors,
and preserve thom and him fom disgrace. The

plained it modestly, but I saw ofd generals
thack kim for the gsilant exploit—not the first
of his youthfa! carser. Genersl Keyes had
sont & section of artillery with ihe .
Averill's cavalry escorting it. Ths rebels
charged at the guns, not percziving our cavalry,
which wes scroened by thickets., The artillery
o them shell aod canigter, whiech checked
their mad carcer.  Averill charged, snd horse,
ridor, and all wers in one red barial blent. Disd
borsos mre seattered over the flod, and desd men
lis under the shadows of the lovests. Wo lost
but ene brave trooper.
THE PURSEIT

Headquariers, which had tarrie] near the
bridge, were now moved two miles beyonid
Keyes® corps was forward,  Sykes was gnarding
our fianks, Morrell was moving Lehind Keyes,
Fitz John Porter stood guard around the camp.
Day was wearing away. An swinl tomult io
rear, as if the elements were contending, had ~ e
beenr moving semses with exquisite power last appeal touched them. The men Wi
Foaming steeds snd pusbed riders dasbed into with alscrity, and ‘f‘—“’lﬁh‘ h‘k‘-‘-' h'!f”_‘i’_““:-_\ the
amp. Stout Sumner was boiding his own. | C57usge cesssd. Each regiment distinguishe.]
The suemy was aging around him like fam- gl w0 “"n"p.l”"-‘”'!?’ that =3 bhappier Sieeeny
fahad wolves. ‘There sesmed to be & foe bekingd | their names will be inscribed in geoeral orders
every tree; but the oll hero nud his gallan: sol Bu:: there was such 8 number of regiments snd
diers fought like lions. You could see the bale- officars f“t-fﬂ'!" that the record woald make a
ful fires of cannon :la-biug ‘gﬁ;nﬂt tha 'I“?k)’ volume. !’GE.I.IZ':.\:I it that l‘af.".'.l!i nnk ‘l}:r'rjn,‘ I ax-
horizan, pluying on the surfse of the svening | Pevied, snd who redeemed themnelvaa su b
eclonds like sharp magnetie lights. Long lines | 10ently, faltered in the fight. Bumner’s corpa
of musketry vomited their furiens volleys of | held the field till Heitz+lman's corps had ratired
pestilential lead through the foresis, sweaping aad then moved quistly and swiftly back, under
scores of brave soldiers into the valley of the | COVEr of wipght and the foreste, woross Whits
shadow of death. And osturs mow, as if emu- | Qak bridge. ) '~
1ous of mav's fary, Sashed its red srtillery, and |  Ous krains had sow passed White Ouk bridge.
rolled ity grand thander ove: the domes 6f Rick- | Such sn schievement, in such order, under the
mond now miles to the right of ua. Momen: [ ClfCumsiancas, might wall be rgarded wonde

. The retreul was most ably sonducted

after momasnt elapsed before even praciiced sol- | 55
diers ¢onld decide which was the power of God, i:’nul_ this day (Mooday) the enemy seem
and which tha confliel of man, so strangely |staniiy (o have operated upon the supposition
similar were the twin reverbemtions, But the | that our snny was intending to relire o th
sharp glare of electricity Tecorded the truth in | Pamunksy. They had been deluded indo this
\'ivi«li‘ lines of No combination of the | beliel by the 17th New York and 15th Massa
dreadful in art and the maguificent in nalurs | chusetla regimenis, with part of the
was evar more solemaly impressive, Ist, 2, and Gih repular cavalry, which lad besn
Nuthing siruck me' s0 keonly during all that | #nt out to Old Church on Thursdsy morning

loamy day and more desolats night, as the |0 impross Lhe enemy with that notic
ﬁiiu}y disguised unsusiness of those to whom | pareuthesis—ibey re red safuly to
the country bad intrusted its fate. It was well lflrl are now st Malvern L) B
that soldiers who carry musksts did not read | oUject must now have becoms
the egony traced upon the face of thai lender | WS vilaily necessary io ge
whom they bad learced 1o love. A lew in that | befors ths enemy could push cola
gloomy bivouse folded their sarma to sleep, but Charles City, Central and New
most ware o exhasstad 0 enjoy thut blessed But until eight o'clock in the mor
relief. That degpdiul tugmlt, buta fow short | RO knowledge of any but the Qo
miles in the dislance; gaged till long afier the |Mie polnt at whic
whip-poor-will had cemmenced his Plaintive Eauding and Maslver
song. Late st night coariers, bot from the Guld, | Sharp reconasissauce, bows
dushed in with glad tidings. Somner had beat- T
en the ensmy at every poioi, until they were
12d to cesse uitack. Tha wamior was advisad
y Gen. McClellan to retire quistly to cur main
body, but the old map, game asa king eagie,
Logeed to be permitled to drive the rebels home.
Said & geoeral to me, “Old Ball Sumaser dida’t
wanl to quit. The gamo oid fellow had to be
chrkad off” Herealler, ya carping crilics,
when military fanlis are censamed, bring not
Williamsburg up in jndgment against heroic
Sumner. Nobly Das be redeemad Lis name.
That battle in the forests wax a cogtest of Jes.
paration. A hsughly and revengeiul ke, coo-
fident in vietory and numbers, presasd us o the
wall, and thut spint of residtauce which shonld
inflame every army of the North agninst those
who war upon constitutional lLiberty, mel them
hand to hand, stes] to steel, and drove them to |
their dons, It was o Bundsy battle.

MEAVEN'S ARTILLERY.

That night thare was another sizangs met<or-
G}Ggh}k'ﬁ I,'lllr:‘llfi!ll'.‘ll_\ﬂ. 1 AUpDOTe it was sbout could tarn &t !in)‘ with oor rear protecte:
midnight. The lights at headquartors were still | James, and flanks pa |
blazing., The commander wasyat working with | boats. Tidings, however,
uayielding devotion ; aids were still riding fast ; | that the enemy was pushic
but all else was silent. 1 lLad jost fallea in6to | several columns of immeansa 3t 1|
slumber—the Erst during two weary wights— | renily determinad to crush ws, -
when I was startled by what we all thonght was | tha river that night. They

fire

together

i eye it wonld have
sion of Babel—that the roads were bise
but two or three times. The topegreph
ountry had now beecome such that
vould march throagh the woods in paradled
J L '.‘0 White
p foriunalely profecied our Hanks from
cavalry. We wore golting on &
wias spparent that the whole a
safely in position bafure sunast unle

my should attack,

trains, w lak

s ]il= 1
Taliy, ar

k| ‘f-'“'

BATTLE OF WIHTE OAK SWAMP.
About 10 o'clock; Gen. Mc¢Clelian pus
be river, communicating with Com. R !
and had the guoboat tieet posted to ald uas
sgainst the enpny. The canse was desperuts,
but it was & r=lief o reach the giver whene we
i by the
v coversd by &
bad been

swiltly apon us in
3 ¢ 31'{:1

received

opened |

g shet—vrp, ity -

be pressed to the immirent verge of despair, |3 them—eo Lhnt Jue pn

was almest (00 b for boman nature o en-
Ob, what s ripns spirit of devolion &
itry, that inspires men o conquer such Jis

point along the line were we more than three- | o orig, uprosr of battle. Again and Again it | shell npon Smith’s division at Wiita Oal
"“."“.','h"' ol a !1_1:15 #:"Jln the enemy, aud in front | shandered, snd rollad sublimely awsy off en the | After i:z;n,;ng down the house of & good =
of Sedgwick’s .h.u“" l!l«_v were Dol over LW | pordars of Chickahominy. For soms moments | sionlst and breaking his leg, tha encmy ext
| yards distant. The slightest vibration af any | oo fonred the enomy had erossed the river be- | od , of fire and soon engazed Gusre
point wag spt to thrill the rebel lines from eenter |} gur rear goard, sud was destroyiog our | rear goard, strikiog at Sloeum, who

w PR ﬂtll‘fﬂfmnnlely. b)‘ skillful BpCIeOY s figh{ wing in darkness, lhu_\r who sﬁ:'p-c'vh:.l ;u,__r dg)i"_u s dank movement design
column after eolumn was marched to the rear— they might be victims of a dulusion—most natu- our column i twain '
Franklin finst, Sadgwick nexi, then Richardson . ) ==t

them to rocil with shaticred columns up over double

the kill, down which they had advanced. A THE ENEMY CHECKED, Hancock was vietorions alter a bitter fight, in
brilliant episuils occurred on the left of Martin- When the lefi gave way, the center, snd | which two Georgia regimeuts were almost cut to
dale's brigade, where the 13th New York, and | fiaally the right was also pressed back, and the | pisces. Our loss, though not half so grest as
the fire-prool and scarred vetersus of the 21 refroating colnmns soon Lecame mingled into | that of the enemy, was ous of the smartest snd
Maine were posted.» A brigade of Alsbamisus | one black mass of troops. The infaniry sup- | most mischievons of Soutbern politicisns, Col.
i porls laviag fallon back, Allen's, Weeden's"| J. Q. C. Lawmar, of the 1st Georgia regiment,

wi'l mow be recordell in their order, baek, our lads yelling st them trinmphantly.
with as wueh of Lho spirit of the perilons snte-
thrown into the sketeh ns I have time (o

1 1! yon. pwople. the soldisrs of your 40 ) 'I‘_El“ #ffalr at Falr Oaks fann was the
ve won fitle o immonialily.  Whatever | beginning of drama.  You will
1, thalr ehildren's clitldren may ud a4 '}-L-m_'.L}J'-. wmof 5 o wnother Jotter The

“ihar Faltlx | lle baille wi l coole] act, which

Fevanis
Iisa

the Iresry

woved up over the erest of o Lill In splendid

s were ul e ATy

I!
I

-:l:; ;

his broad lund

bathed with the rlet
Everyroad of it, frou kahominy o
hie base of Malvern 11, is crimsesned with the
biood of your brave brethren. The dark forests
—fitting canopy for such wofal sacrifice—eciy
with ihe wails of wounded and dying men
‘here 15 & bloody corpse in every copse, and
mangled soldicrs iu every thicket of that eusan-
puined _field.  Side by side they lie and die—
sriemdly with the misguided foo whom they 8o |
Tately fonglt.  God only koows how mwany of
the weary ones, plasged beadlong the |

oy Dam Creek

sulo

siade of those gloomy pmes for & brist Tespite |
g
2 4

from the pressure of
thiere now 1o slesp Lthe slow

ing. Bat while | write thes= |

e hard. Oar seldisrs tnra theis
ateel. Their backs are upon
God, shall they not
starnly and o well

There s n res
too, by great I".l —$0 be mad
ron watehad sud pressed tlio enemy for months,
andl how their leader Logged sud was not 1o
Heved—ior power 1o conguer; how day after

sy they fonght and bie
Daks, and the sedl= of walchine
in view of the spires of Richmoud
fonght snd conguarad on Wed g
they fought and won on T ) -ll..:.v
resasted snd best back the grea: surging tide of
ihe foe on Friday, but &¢ last, after deeds of
betsism, they were compelied o yield to over
whelming power: snd how on Salurday, and
Snnday, sod DMonday aud Tueadny they
marched, snd suffered, and fought, as it every
soldier had the soul of a hero in his framo, nuti |
al lagt whes uatures emvrgics almost cxbaus
counseled with their fears, they sl stood siag-
gering but unconquersble, and met the wum-
mons to Bpht se if it were a privilegs to bo en-
joyed, These - ‘ere scenss 10 move the sironges
pesrt Bo* b bow emel, friesds, that such
boave so0 . should be pressed almost to the very
brink of ruin. They stead up sill, with want
pressing them, with fstigue crashing them, and |
2t every summons to the field they followod the
old flag with cheers, like the songs of Goads
There was & moral herolsm displayed by those
worn men that will make cur history's pages
shiste with spleadid Justre

Bus the record.  'With such foebls power as |
o&n exart, atler fi'-‘,'ial..‘ el F-l'\j!ﬂ'{]:l]“.’.." aisld Jﬁ_\'h
of fasting snd bardships—uo more comparable
though, with our weary soldier’s trovhles, thau
the labor of a pigmy with the works of Tlercu-
les—1 slall attempt the task. It will be neces-
sary, however, to ewry you over the G:id sud
joesent the salient points in advance

THE SITUATION,

You rememwber thet the army was pressing
perd mpor Richmond. Every commuuication
10 (e press assured yor that 1t was notl slrong
1tr>'d.'i_‘tl‘ 1o exeeuts ithe task. For wnl-ifn the
symptoms of insufficiency of power manifestly
increased.  But thearmy pressed so closely upon
Hickmond it could pot be wilthdrawn withou
great peril. Gen. MeClellan was committed o
“do wil he conld” with what he hnd, while ho
hoped for mid. 1f the enemy did not reinforce
he might sccomplish his aim. Ho the work was
proased, while the people clamored that il was
slow. Theright wing, consisting of MeCall's
Morzll's, and Syke's divisiuns, iess than 25,000
strong, was well postad on the left bank of the
Chickabominy, from Beaver Dam creek o s
point below New Brdge. Several military
bridges formed the avennes of communication
between the two porticns of e srmy woparated
by the miver. The center consistiog of Smith’s,
Hedgowick’'s, snd Richardson's divisions,
stretiched in line of battle [rom Golding’s, on
the banks of the river, toa point south of the
Yorktown railroad. The left wing, consisting
of Hooker's, Kearvay's und Gouch's divisions,

etched trom Richardson's leflt to a poinl con-
siderably south of the Williamsburg stage rond,
on ihe borders of White Ouk swamp. The
whale line was ted by slroog brenstworks
Tho necessary extout of the fine

p . Casevy’s, now

Pack's sadly reduced divulo:;fw-kdy Botiom
&m the nilway bridge, wero assighed
simiiar duty. Ourlive of battle oo the

of the Clickshomiuy, as I have in-

, pressad so close 10 ihe 1ebel lines
ther eould advance a regiment ontalde of

WAl ronn heel, wh

nows 1o wak-
the joe press
veansis Lo Lhe
1 4.

£ Vet

where they nn ugas |
|

1.'5 of errrow

yw your breth- |
|

nuil l;gb' ig
) 4o

ednesday, June 2Wth, Gon. MeClollsn
first distinetly offsusive movemont, by
Gen. Hooker to take up an advancsd

uit,)
ul The

sisting of MeCall's
| # 500 strong, with ive batieriss, were sirongly
intrenchad there in admiralie pesition

| with a ey
a5 B €0

down the Pprrankey

. : s jerre—nnder command of N
f—ecan you forget b dr |
| Be
SWweln
Two regimants  of*Mead's biigads, (McCall's

I closedd ¥ iass eon

s firree battle wag raging on the lefl bank
Chickahominy, on the eant side of Haa-
Oir extreme 1ight wing, con-
Pannsyivanin Ileserves,

Whex tion, (il

1 for de-
fonse.  Information, leading G al MeClallan
to expect un sblempt upon bis vight had™ been
| during Widnesday night, sud we were

[fEw- UL

as well prepared for resistants sa our Emited

Fitz Johe Porler's
IVvision of Ve

forves would admit, Gen
8, con=isting of Morrell's
arg, and Syices’ Regalars, soms 5 00 streng,
by Duryea’s Lousves, was pusted neur
ge, within supiperting distunce. Guu
Stonmman, had slso been sent fo Oid Chuarch,
ment of cavalry apd twe of 3
il observation aud to check flanking
aments; or, il possibls, to decoy the cnemy
Al nbeal noon, & power-
ful corps of the enemy, consisilog of Gen, A,
P. Hill's, ). I Hill's, Longstreet's snd Ander

g
wop's ddivisions—iden suppe dackson’s
1

seul to 1
ipor (General Ho

Lee, crossed the river 2! Mechaniveville
go, Mesdow Bridge, aud al Atles’s, dod be-
3 ons sud Liwe o'clock atincked our flavk,

L}

Division.) were in Tesorve, and one on pickat
daty, They did not &t any time fully engage
the enemy. Gen. Beyuolds' brigade hisld the
right, and Seymour's the Ieft. The fight was
i with arillery, a! long vange, but the
y. finally dizeovering our superiority in
reshortencd the rangs, ani cane into
ot [le was evidemtly provoked at
his own inefliciency, ginse his ghell were not de
structive in our intrenchiments, while our guy-
ners played upon kis exposed ranks with fearfal
effect. The fight seaygie] 10 incresso iu fury as
: 1 it Bually becatis the mosl
terrifie artillery combat of the war. 1 bad been
sccustomed for mopths o the incessant rosc of
besvy gune, bul uniil that pericd Dhad fuiled o
comprehend the termible sablimity of a great
battle with field pinces.  The nprosr was inces-
sant and deafoning for bours. Al timos il
seotned ny if Sy guns esplode] simultancousiy
and then o off at fotervals into splendid file
fifng—if [ may upply icfaptry deseniptive terms
to expnonading. DUt no language ¢au describe
its awiul grandear. The seemy st last ezsayed
s combiued movameutl. Powerfuil bodies of
troops plunged inte the valley to cBarge onr
lines, but our men, secursly - postad, swept them
away ruthlessly. Agsin and sgain the desper-
sle tellows were pushed ai the broastworks,
only to be mure eruelly slsoghtered than before-
Meuntime, our forés hind been strengthioned by.
Grifliith’s brigade, which joerensed the volume
of infantry fire, snd Marindule's hrigade came
ap Lo ba ready for emergencies, At dark it was
avident the rebels bad sadugh—much more than
they burguined for.
Their infantry fire had entirely subsided and
it was obvious that they were withdrawing un-
der cover of their artiliery.  Our own balteries,
which Lsd opened in full cry st Lk start, had
uot slackened ao instent  Cempreheniding the
situation fully pow, the eaunculers plied them-
selves with tremondous energy to puunish the
retresting foc.  We have no sure means to de
termize bow mony were slaughtarsd, bul prison-
ors who wote inthe fight, and an iaiellipent
contrabznd, who escaped, trom Richmond the
next day. and  was all over the field, ane cobf-
dent that thres thoussnd fell. Our loss was
eighty killed and Jons than ope bundred and
sifty wounded. The condact of gur troops was
wimirable, and the gallaniry of the officers con-
spicnons, Gep. McCletlan was bot in the bat-
tie, but was st Ges. Porler's boadquarters until
it terminated.

It was now aseeriningd from  prisetiers that
Btoueswall Jackson bud vot joined Les.  Henee
1t was isferred (hat be way swesping down the
bauks of the Pamunley to- adize the polilic
property, aad cut off our rétrent in that direc-
tion, Gen. Stoneman's tommand was moved
gwiflly down to wateh o ions thers, and or-
dera wer= jssued for the removal or destruction
of &)l pnblic stores ai the Witz Howsa, The
situation, appaerntly placid an 'the surface, de-
val s troublel under-current. Gen. ! Mo

bridges to resisl an atlack
petod next day (Fridsy).  Ibwaath
enéitty wis nol suzcessfill

terma, where he could be moghly

Fair Oaks Farm, uesr the Willinus-

Clelian directod Gen, MeCall to fall back sod
take up & new position o front of our milllary
, which  was aatiel-
if the | geiting the , : :
Many of onr régiments saffsred hére to the
| of owe-thied of their men. . Bil neatly all

of thom stood their ground with frmuess, b
Particulatly ws this

repulsed hs dould
bo drawn. mesoss oor L nmdou_r own

led. The
commanid war given lo Gen. Fitx Jol! Porter,

sivle: oven, ready and resoliate, with arms ot
right shoulder shift. ready for & charge. “Up
aud ot 0" was the word along our li'e, aud
the twe nentz which had lain concsaled in
the low geowth of timber in the vallay, sprang
to their fact, and one pureing, terrible volloy ot
death-dealing mivzles was poured into the ranks
ol tha confident enamy
The gray eosts fled in terror and dismay, dis-
chsrging only & few random shots. The mnge
was go loge that the whiles of the eyes of the
rébels conld wimost be distinguished. The Lill
was cléarsd as though swept by & hurricane.
Oue of the regiments left their colom sod bastle
flag upon the fisld. . The regimental color was
seeured by Col. Roberts, of the 24 Maine, and
the battle ‘Hag by Capt. Sullivan; of the 1ith
New York, who followed the refreating ememy
and secured it Capt Sullivan found the Geld
literally covared with the rebel dead, thers being
over gighty near the spot where the colors il
BUTTERFIELD'S BRIGADE.
Tho gailzut mon of the famous light brigade,
as slruady staled, bad the important position of
the extreme laft of vur Hne. * Their right rested
near the New Bridgs rosd, and their loft extended
into the woods, joining Martindale’s right.
They wers somnewhal gheltored by a ditch feuce,
and, when in positien, looked np the Lill through
an open field, on the top of which the snemy
topk positiss. They formed In line of batile,
the 44th New York supported by the I16th Mich-
igau, and the 534 Poeousylvamia by ths 12th
New York. [The 17th New York, of this brig-
wde, as moled elsewbere, had been sent ob
speciul duty to another point. ] Allen's Massa-
chuseit’s bablery took np & position on the 1ight
of tha brigade, nud battsrad tha enemy fiercely.
AT THRER 0'CLOCK
The action bad become genersl along the
wholo lpe, Stonewall Jackson's column bad
formad n junction with Lee; and soon attscked
oiar gt with great vigor and pertioacity, but
lie meb a galling fro from Edwarls’, Martin's,
nnd Wwfﬁn’s batteries, which sent him reeling
back fu disorder, Again die gathered his col-
wing, supported thom by fresh troops, again ad-
vanced, oxtending his lines ss if to flank onr
tight, and yenewed the attack with r fu
rocity than ever, to ba again yepulsed with ter-
rible slaughter. Sykes' regulars and Warren's
igade, in which are the Duryea Zounves and
Baadia's 10th New York regiment played a bril-
liant part i this portion of the en moent,
the Zsuayés especially fighting with 3 despers-
fion aud tenacity ouly to be expected from such
superior men. Thoy sufferal T:rgel o bheir pe-
culinr usiftrm befog the especial’ mark of ten
thousand rebel soldiers,
THE FLAXK MOVEMENT

o tha encwmy ngainst our right did wol sae-
cond., Wao extendsd our lins at the same time,
anil when Juckson was repplsed the third time,
he withdrew from tlm: part'of the field and did
not repew the allempt.
ON THE CENTER.
The tactics of the entmy wers soon apparent.
It was iy massing troops aod making sudden
onslaughis on this and then on that portion of
onur columns, by which he sxpetted to break
them somewbiere, anid defoat if oot rout ns.  MHis
nexl movernenl wias against our ceater. Part
of Juckson's tolumn, reinforced by.a large body
fram IHill’s division, now madea te onset
sgainst the conter, the North Curoling regiments
g placed In frout, Snd literally compelled to
fight. * Here the conflict was long and blsody,
and raged for vestly two hours ‘with great vio-
Jonee.  The eolumns surged backward and for-
ward, fitst ono yislding eud then ths sther. An
ides of ths miguitude of this .portion ot
the fight may be obtained, when I say. that this
art of e line Was suceossively 1uinforeed by
clZall's resorves, the brigades ‘of Gena. New-
=ton, Col. Harilott and Col. Taylor, of Slocum's
diviaion, aud i was not until the last fresh brig-
ade was Inrled apaiost them that they were
Lesien bacle: Lu this part of the ont
we lock sboul fifty prisoncérs who said that in
Tiat thiat part of the ument the entire fora

of Jackson's column, patticipated. TProbabl

ths most despesate 6 of the day ¢
ﬁ.ﬂm rpon 443 part dlg:n% mdltt'l'i,ll tims,
Hers it was that we sulfared our heéaviest loases,

snd the field presented a most sungui hae,

a thick pine woods i g bet

extent of

haying most gallaatly.

e
s
e

iy

of Longateet's and Hill's divisions, snd s part

The fighting wes principally dovs by muskelry {
i siruny pre : ormer
e e

Hart's aml Edward’s Datterics weare left ex-
‘ll&!:d arnd n!! of tham loat n Pt ot thpier wrma.
meut. Most of Martindale's brigade were ral-
lied within thirty rods of the ehemy, under a
heroic call from Col. Roberts, of tho 24 Maine,
bt he was-not supported, and then continned
to fall back with the troops. When the order to
fall bock resched the middie hospital, ope of the
three houses, about eqoi distant fromeach other,
onthe romd o Woodbury’s bridge, quite s
stampede wok place among the gtragglers who
had thers eangragated, most of them being men
who had been detailed to bring in the wonnded
from their regiments, and who had failed 1o re-
inrn, They made a rush for the bridge, fol-
lowed by some of the troops, bnt before Lhey
reached the last bospital vear the end of the
bridge, they were speedily and summarily
checkad. About seven o'clock Meagher's and
Frencl's brigades crossed the bridge, and ad-
vancad at double-quick Gp the hill, forming in
lina of battle beyond the Lospital, and swoap:
ing up the stragglers with a round turn.  Grif-
fin’s and Martin's batteries likewise did good
servicein checking the advance of the snamy,
pouring canisler into their racks with termible
efieet. Probably the greatost coruasge of this
bloody day was produced by the incessant dis-
charges of doublo-shotted canister from the
bronse Napoleous of Martin's battery. IHe had
taken up 4 position in the hollow between lwo
gmall hitls. The enethy sdvanced from the op-
posito side in solid column, on duuble-lluiuts,
with arms st right shouldsr shilt, not being
abls to see the battery until they reached the
erast of tha hill, within one hundred yards of it,
when Martin opeved n bitter surpriso upon
tham swoeping them from the field like cg‘:ﬁ"
before a storm.  Twice aﬁaiu they formed, aud
sdyanced, their officers bebsving splendidly,
but it was useless, Martin's fiorce leaden rain
being too terrible to withstand. The sdvance
of the frosh troops baving ehecked the snemy,
aud night coming on, the conilict ceased, and
both parties quietly lsy ou their arma.

A NOULE RALLY,
The brigades of Gens. French sod Meagher
did wot get tato oction, 'They formed in the rear
of onr broken eolumns, end did excellent sor-
vice in ehecking the flight of many panic strick-
en stragelers and demoralized troops. The ene-
my quicklg perceived the arrival of those fresh
troopa, sud being at the same timo subject to a
galling fire of canister from Grifiith's and Mar-
tin's batterios, soon withdrew his liuss into the
woods whence he had issued, and quist soon
prevallad. But in simost less time than it takes
to write it, & seens of indescribsble excitement,
of mingled confusion, and direful disorder, bad
been oblitersted; yes, literally crushed, and
mm&-mﬁva order rostored oudt of nlmost chmf
by the prompt, energetic snd fearioss action o
b!mvo officers. As the nmhing and retreailug
lide began to pour precipitately towsrd the
bridge, n dozen officers in my own sight drew
their snbers nnd pistols, placed themselves in
tront of the ng erowd, and every device
that plysical and mental pature conld invent,
rallied and formed column sfler column of men
from the broken mass that swept over the plain.
There are some facts which my friend did not
incorporata in bis skotch. But there was no
time nor opportunity for he or others to indite
history in the midst of public distress. Calami-
ty brooded ower all. Fow had oppertunity o
rest, not many could find wherewith to appease
bunger, and mind as well as body was sitlicted.
Bsth wore jaded and redoced.  Lossea we wore
ubliged o estimste. Official reports, there were
none,  Of material Fitz John Porter's cemmand
lost twenty pisces of ariillery, snd the arms,
with aecootroments, which belonged to men
who wera lost. Of dead, wounded snd missi
there were' 7,000 or opwards. Col: Edmuan
Pendleton, of a Louisiana regiment, (Col. P.
formerly resided in Cincinpati,) who was cap-
tured on Monday, Juns 3uth, assured me that
on that day the rabals captured 4500 prisoners.

fisld, &t 300, Of the wounded there is no ac-
more awiul,
1t is elaimed that the battle was badly man-

wa Wwers beaten in strategy and
Indeed, I am compellsd

cient forens, snd they
stond

&

Our dead he egtimated from examination of the
count. 1t is reporied that the rebel loss is still

This is no tims for criticism : besides,
the dala is not absolutely reliable. It is eeriain | Hrof
lE:nd tactics.
to admit the epemy
there, as elsowhere, Uisplayed skill in the science
of buttles which does not alwasys distinguish our
lendors, They seldom isk s batile with insnffi-
handle masses i & master-
ly manver. Thus, on Friday, while our man
snd fought i loe for hours without re-

ite, the landers incesssntly rushed in
wa. l’dw\rm:?bu who w.gﬂ! juded or

once member of Conf'rea'a: His licutensnt-colo-
vel way alea sapinre

But spprebensions slout Porter’s battle bad
distreszod cfficers all along. Itseemed apparent
that if the enemy defeated him, ruin threstened
us from the rear. An attack in front indicated
s disposition on the part of ghe rebels to force
the issue we now deprecated. It was & gratelul
reliaf to drive them back in front so easily. All
our supports had beaen sent to Porter. 'We had
no more then men enough to hold the front. It
would bave been madiacss to bave contended
with nn equal fores of disciplined troops in front
and rear, There would have been no alieraa-
tive but hasty retreat at the sacrifice of most of
our equipage and sisge truin, with the butehery
of thousands of onr troops.

By this time, sunset, tidings of a gloomy
character had been received from Porter. Not
much later the extont of onr misloriunes was
partislly comprebended by officers. For the
tirst time we heard & whisper of a serious de-
termination on the part of Gen. McClellan to
“ehamge his base of operations (7) lo James
river.” 1t was considered a most critical move-
ment—especially under compulsion. You have
already heard some, and you will hear many
more explanations of this ealumitous but neces-
sitous pisn, bat I sincerely believe it never
would have bean sttempted but for the attack on
our right wing. This question, however, will
be the subject of controversy; I shall, there-
fore, withhold consideration of it in detail uutil
more favorable conditions offer. ’

S 1 PREPARATIOSS FOR RETREAT.

Even before Porter had beem driven back, I
was strack with the singulsr operations st gen- |
eral headquarters. I discoversd thut they were
being removed to Savage's Station, and & eom-
tent officer explained gravely that it was
thought advisable to go there, although it was
in therear of our left wing. Alfter dark thers
were other ominous symptoms; gencral officers
confided to their staifs their fears of comiong dis-
aster. LEven with the best diseiplined troops,
and under favorable suspices, to change a plan
of operationsin the face of anenemy, is regard-
el by military asutherities as one of the most
dangerous enterprises. In our sifustion it wis
a case of desperation. With our foree, we could
not hold onr positions sgainst an enemy in front
and rear longer than suppliss on hand woull
Inst. An attempt to cut through lines of in-
trenchmenis snd powerfal redoubts, defended by
a numerous snd desperate ensmy, would have
boen maduess. We no bope of reinforce-
ments. Besides, it wis now 100 lato for them
1o form: & janction with us, either by the Rappa-
hannock route or by Yotk river, since they vould
be cut off inevitably. There was but cae ez-
tremaly perilons alternative. The army must
full back ou James river. A hope was enter-
tined that the enemy would bo decsived into
the belief that we designed to fall back to the
White House. Preparations were accordingly
begun. Porter’s command crossed the river
without

Dnﬁn;ozplbe night, our bridges wero blown :F
and the wera bacricaded and defended.
Keyes' line, which was oo the extrems lsfl rest-
ing upon White Oak Swamp, was prolonged
aud our srtillery and transportstion trains wers
ordered to preparo to move forward. Thatnight,
Gen. Casey was slso direetad to destroy all pub-
lic property at the White Housp that could not
be removed, and to teansport the sick and wound-
ed to & place of safaty, to retire himself, and re-
join the army on James river. Friday n!fh&
was thus actively snd mournfully passed. “The
troops were ignorant of the status, and jl was
desirable to conceal the truth from them. It
was foared the enemy mighlmuuek on th::dny,
aand every prepamslion was ® to Tosisl suc-
uufuﬂeg Our defeated right was disposed on
Trent's Bloffs, where the enemy’s crossing
might be suscessfully-opposed, and by day light
our main of supporters, after a severe

{ sind Hooker, and lastly, the knightly Kearnsy

A mils ad haen awiftly traversed, whon theae
splendid columns quickly tarned at bay. The
moment was most thrilling, most Gying to
stoutest verves. The enemy, keen scented and
watchful, bad discovered the mirograde, and
quick &3 thought were swarming through our
late impassalle entanglements, and came yell-
ing sf our heels like insatiste savages. Fall
soon our camps had hived conntiess numbers
snd red battle began to stamp lis foot.  Gullant
Burus was first to féal the shock. Oude of his
favorite regiments—Eiaxter’s Philadelphis Fire
Zonaves—bad been sssigned to support s bal-
tery, As the ensmy advanced, it opened botly
upon them, but undismayed, thoy pressad to the
charge. Borns held firm his men until the
entmy seemed almost resdy Lo plunge npon the
guus, Then waving his sworJI:: he ordersd his
trasty fellows to fice. A basketful of cannister,
fearful volleys of musketry, and all who were
left of that slaughtsred column of rebels flad
howling to the rear. Freshh masses poured out
and were sent surging back again until finally
they stood aloof, contant to watch and wait a
happier moment to assail that desperate front.
Masnlime slmost every vestige of camp furni-
ture which had beea lsft in camp bad been
examined by the enemy with disappointment
and rage. We had destroyed all we could not
transport.
Toward uoon the lme had relired seversl
miles and rested bebind Savage Station to de-
stroy (he publie property which had accomulated
there. A locomotive on the rallwsy was started
swifily down the road, with & train of cars, and
soon plung:d madly inte Chickahominy, a
mangiad wreck. The match was applied to
gtoras of every description, and ammunition was
exploded, until nothing was lefi to appease the
rebel appelite for prey. Destruction was com-
plate, and the ruins were more touchingly deso-
[ste amid the mungled victims of war's ruthless-
ness, who laid on the hillside mourniog the de-
parture of friends with whom they had bravaly
tought. Would thet stich pictures could be
sealed up in the book of memory, usver to be
opened to tho human hesrt. Mnni a manly fel-
low has told m# since that all human sorrow
seemod conduensed into thal ons wolul parting.
If it were aver manful to shed tears, men might
then bave wept like Niobe. Let us draw the
veil to hide wounds more agonizing than rude
weapon ever rent. Hundreds—I don't know how
many—were left upon the green sward and in
our too limited hospitals, to wait the cold chagi-
ties of bitter cnemies.
‘T'he advance column and all the mighty trdln
had now besn swallowed in the maw of the
dreary forest. It swept onward, onward, fast
and farious like an avalanche. Ewery hour of
silence behiod was ominous, but hours was
precious to us. Pionesr bands wore roshisg
along in front, clearing snd repairing our single
rond ; reconnoissance officers wore seeking new
routes for a haven of rest and safaty. Theens-
my was in the rear pressing on with fearful
power. Ha could press down flankwvard to our
front, cutting off our retreal Would such be
our fate? The vanguard bad passed White Oak
bridge and had risen W & fine defensive post
fianked by White Osk swamps, where paxt of
the train at least could rest. How sadly ihe
feeble ones needad it, those who h“indg' sm'g;ct-
ad their frisnds were about to sbandon them,
trusted ratherto the strength of fear to lead
them to safoty, than to the fate which might
awail them at the hands of the foe. DBut the
march was orderly a8 upon any less urgent day,
anly swifter—and marvelous, too, it seemed. that
mimnnvm of wagons, artiliery, horsemen,
soldiers, camp fellowers, and all, should
through that narrow road with so litde confa-
sion. .

Two miles boyond the hddﬁn the column sud-
denly balted. A tremior theilled alnn; the line.
A moment more and the dull bosm af 4 cannon

night, resumed their original position. The night
ofuglr‘idsy. Jane 27, was gloemy, but it was fe-
licily itself, compared with those of Saturday,
Sundsy, Monday sud Tuesiay-
Saturday mrnin.z loomed wpon us hotly and
choerlessly, Until U o'clock not the so of a
hostile distuxbed the dread silenco. The
stillness of morn bacame so op-
pressive thst the dull repert of & musket on the
horduumwouldl 8 h:’“dnetmthin anxist e

1ess. nxisty was
Tieved by an awiul cannonade opened upon
from two foris in Garuet's

field, & battery at Fita Jolin Porter's old posi-

comparative happi- |

and its echoing shell fell griml 0 Our Gars.
Wero we belaigneud 1 An {n:.?nhhr. aond
there was an cminous ross behind, The enemy
was thundering on ourrear. [ know that the
moment was painful to many, but no soldier's
heart seemed to shrink from the desperate shock.
Back and forth dashked hot riders, Messengers
here, orders there, com a and  decision
whare it should be, with i to wrest
trinmph from the jaws of disaster. As yet
avarit.h!ng had

brig : -
A.v::ili—onr dashing ";i:;hhy'
wi @ vanguard, me t
rehel cavalry, tham,

tion, sand suother balow it, on lhc.hﬂ bank of
the L‘highdtonin{‘.mnﬂns kis intrenchments
and compelliog him to sbandon the strongest
‘natural position on our whole ine. The fire

stied them mil;&bqond our rasch, Mmmmd
in trinmph W sixly prisoners horses
;:lvmgp:mdud loes on the field. He

: A Bt gou_n 1 3
ter o ashed a w-nwdmuy OIE0N.
o/ —had moved

compaciés of the
routed thewm, pur-

-i
ex-

ral i that critical period, when sothing but the Long before this onz
sound of cannon sud musketry bed been the | from the roald intot Jd Lefore Turl :
most familiar sound of our camps for mooths— | and onr reserve arsllery was powesfully posted
eriticised their senses sharply, bul still the up- | an Malvern Lill, s magnificsnt binf

roar was so wonderfully like baitls, that we " wl ir gunb

could not shake the opimon from our minds that '
a night fghtwns going on. Five minutes
elapsad, I suppose, before the ragged crown ol wrifils
a black -:h)!:'f;u the distares reared isalf above 3
the foreats, snd dispelled the gloomy deception. | We bad again deceived the enemy by goiog to
Momning beamed npon us again brlliantly bul| Turkey Bend. s had imagined we were
hotly. We thanked heaven that it had not| marching to New Markat, destinad {o & point on
rained. The enemy had not yoi appeared in | CLiff Bottom rosd pesr Fort Darling. 1 was
our front. Sumner bad bronght off his splendid | pot far away, snd ths enemy was massing
command. Franklin was posted strongly on | his troops npw:rn us on the l«ft, and on our =w
the south bavnk of White Oak Creak, Heintzel- | front—ior when we mrived at Malvern kill, tha
man was on Lis lefy, Keyes' corps was moviog | wings of Lhe army 23 organived wers revorsad,
swiftly to James rivar down the Charles City | Keyes taking the right, Porter’s corps the left-

and (Quaker road, Porter and part of Sumuer's @ ¥

ss wa faced Richmond. Ounr linsnow descr
corps were following rapidly. s great arc and thore was fighting around theee
BATTLE OF SAVAGE STATION.

fourths of the perimeter .
Movinz o the rear to learn the fate of friends, | Gen. McClalian, who had already
the history of yestenday’s bitler conilist was catad with the guaboats, returad ir
skotohed for me in the haggand features of the | to Malvern Hills,

-1}
vappuand ba

sommng

which were made lis
wanry mesi who had fallen exbansted into their headqusriers, aud' il:n}‘:%::_-} fions fors fisal emer
forest bivouse. Brave old Sumner’s facs bore | gency were mada. iz John Porter, wia
traces of the excoristing fire of Lattle, bat his | marchad from the valley onder the hill @ s
He was olo- | postion on the wasternt erest of the hill, wisrs
he could rake the plains towsrd Richmond. Ou

foatures woro radiant with smiles.
quent in his praists of bis command, * Borna | be soul _ d. Ou
had borne the brant of the fight, and ke did i | splendid artillery was picturesquely poised
wagnificently, sir." Sadgwick, who had beon | fan shape st saliont points, and its supports
gick for days, bad stemmod tho torrent grimly. | were disposed in admirable cover in hollows be-
His first words wers, B., that was Barns’ fight. | tween nndulations of ths bluf. Powerful con-
Ho showed himself a splendid soidier. Let the | centrating batter'ea were alzo posted in the cen-
world kuow his merits. He deserves sll you can | ter 80 that, to vus the language of Col. Switzer,
say.” Sadgwick seldom praises men. But he | we'll clothe this hill in sheets of flame before
is 3 gallunt soldier himself, and he spprecistes they take it.” It was & magnificent spectacie
merit. 1 found Gen. Burns stretched under s | You aee, fricud, bow dsperate was the hour
lofiy pire, and his warriors  were s}umberins The roar of combat graw tremendons as :bf'l-. ad-
around him painfully. His eyes were hollow and | ternoon wora swajy. Thers was mo tims then
bloodahot, his handsome festures pale and thin ; | nor witerwards to ascertain -j:spomm:_; of par
bis baard and bis clothing were clotted with | ticular orgamizations I'hay wara throw '; o
blood ; his face was bandaged, concealing & ug- gether wherever smergensy demandsd. ¥ irfta
god and painful wound in his nether jaw, It

(Ouk bridge, the (Juskar road, Charies t..‘1.:y raad,
was enough to make a sphynx weep o look | the banks of Turkey Creck, were enveloped in
npon the work of an awful dsy upor snch a man.

smoke and fsme, iron and lead crus hing
His voics was husicy from his exbortations and | through forests and men liks a desiroying pesii.
baitle cries, and tremulous with emoiion, when

lance. A masked battery which had opened
grasping my haad, he said with exquisite pathos, | fom the swamp under Malvern Hill, begun to
“my f(riend, many of my poor fellows lie in

prove luconvenient to Portar. I plowed and
thoss forests. It is terrible to leave them there. | crashed through some of our wagons, and dis-
Blackasey is wounded—McGonegal is gooe, tarbed groups of otfieers in the splendid groves ¢
and many there are who will see us no more

M?H;m MANSIoN. e .

We are hungry snd exhansted, and the enemy gunbost Galena, anchored en the oppe-
—the f:ftsl isg?uil of people—are thundering st | site side of Tarkey inisnd, and the ArowteoR.
our beels. Itisan awfuf pifliction. We will | ernising st the head of the isisnd, opened el
fight them, fecbls 8s we are—bui with what

ports and plunged their awinl metal into the
hope 7™ Tokoow such a man, fo feel Bow keen-

rebel cover with Titanic force. Toward sansat
ly he realized the situstion, to wach his quiver- | the earth quivered with the terific comcuasion
ing lips and sad play of features, ususlly so | of artillery, and huge explosions, ‘I"n_:-h'u.-.
joyous—oh, friends, it was saguish itself. And | wrisl aaditorium seamed c-m-ualsg-i w_n:_ u-]:
there wAs A townswan of yours there, who won | commotion of frightinl sounds. Shalls racw
i ishable honor. Wi (. Jones, Neurenant | like dark weteors athwart the horizon, crossiag
colonel, who but one short week sgo took com- | each pther at ecceniric angics, expleding mia
mand of the Ist California regiment. He han- | deadily iron bail and fantustic puils of smoke,
dled it like a voteran, and bebaved likce a Bay-

until ether was displaced by & vast eloudol
ard. His new command, fired by his enthusi- | white iumes, through which eventhe fiercs blass
asm, and daring even beyond their old prowess,

ol a seiting summer’s sun coubd but grimly pen-
done deeds which Gensrsl Sauiner bimaell said | etrate.  Softly puifing sbove the dark curialn of
entitled them 0 the glory of heroes. So hot | forest which masked the bastle-field, there was
was the Gzht and 3o hot the work, that Jones

another flsece whichstruggled throngh the denso
cnce fell besdlong from his horse, from exhaust-

foling= like henvy mint clouds, and streamiog
ign, but recovering soon, be resumed kis sword | upwisd in curious addiss with the ever varyiog
and again led his gallant f«llows to the charge. | carrent of the winds, mingled with, sod ab-
Gen. Burns 4 80 wammly of the devetion | sorbed the canopy of smoke which foated from
and beroism of Geo. Hicks, of Camblos, snd

the surface of the plains and river. The battle-
Blakesoy, and G.iffiiths, his staff and his colo- stained sun, sinking majeatioally into the hori-
nels, Morehoad, Baxter, nud Owen, their coun-

zon behind Richmond, bu:nmhht:’sd lﬂh’ fring'a of
trymen should know their worth. S0 Sedgwick fonmu with lurid sad go glory; and As
speaks of his adjutant, Capt. Sedgwick, and of | fan

tastic columns capriciotsly whiffed up irom
Howe, hissid, 50 Summer speaks of Clark, and | the woods, they wers au.dde;;;_iy transformed into
of Kipp, and of Tompkios, of Col. Sully, and | piliars of lambent fame, raciant with exquisiis
of sl in his command. In that fray Sedgwick’s | beauty, which would soon sepsrate into a toou-
divislon Jost 60U men snd 100 more of varions | sand T‘ctumquo forms and fade into dim opae-
corps are ol their eomrades. Geon. ut the

among ity. convalsion beneath was nol 8

Brooks also was wounded in the right leg, but | spectacle for casious " .
pot seriously. The ensmy ﬁutr?tur.;gd st|  The forms of mﬁmm@d wartiors, the
Orchard Station, near Fair Oaks, in the mera- of muskets on the plains, where seldiers
fug, but were soon driven off. At abeul noon | wers disengngod : the artistic arder ﬁlﬂ- battle ou

returned in heavy force from the front of | Malvers EII, the wild carear of w home

oud, whils 8 strong column was thrown | men plunging toand frem and scross the fieli,
across Chickshominy, at Alexander’s bridge, | formed & scone of gating grandenr. Iu the
near the railway crossing. - They first sppeared | forest where eyes did not . thers was
in the edgs of the woods soutlr of Trent's, and | nothing but the exhilarating aud exhnnnﬁ
opsned upon our colamn on the Willismsburg spasm of baitle. Balful fires blazed amang
toad, with shell. Al the n:.?a I.im; uﬂ" mti!:-ly Ouza aud

' upon our. line from the bridge IBEE! t

:&o:ag:nmp‘gn They still seemed deluded | ags, ighung mvhhcmbum_m of
with the belief that Genern! McClellan intended | thas men. Wearied nnd jaded,
%o retreat Lo tha Pamunkey, sud all dey long thirsty, bemet by almost countiess
they had marched beayy columos from their chesred and it, sod charged into the very
cazups in front of Rishmind seross New Bridge. | jaws of death, until vetetan saldlors faitly wep
to strangthen Jackson atill more. Hoppy de- | st their devotion. It was wonderful Bow cu
o noble fellows fonght ; woaderful how their hea:

; The Grat obells e3ploded sround and over the (CONCLUDED ON REXT PAGE ]




